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The technique was a modification of that devised by Muslim et al. (1953) . Each patient was asked to swallow several times to remove free saliva from the mouth Six drops of a ten per cent solution of citric acid in water were placed 011 the protruded tongue and allowed to act 011 the salivary glands for 30 seconds. The mouth was rinsed with 5 ml. of water for 15 seconds, after which he was asked to spit all the fluid into a measuring cylinder through a filter funnel during the next 15 seconds. The total volume minus 5 ml. was recorded as the salivary index (S.I.).
The subjects were sixteen male hospital inpatients, aged between 20 and 62 years, none of whom had debilitating disease, dehydration or any lesion of the salivary glands. Their diets were not controlled nor was smoking of cigarettes restricted. During the investigation each man was asked to report any discomfort such as dryness of the mouth, inability to read his newspaper, palpitation or warmth of the skin.
On the first clay of the test the patient was given no drug and the S.I. was measured at hourly intervals for 8 hours between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. On the next day this routine was repeated, but 4 ' spausules ' were given at 8 a.m. Thus each patient received 3.2 mg. of a mixture of belladonna alkaloids, reputedly equivalent to the alkaloidal content of 40 minims of tincture of belladonna at 4-hourly intervals for 4 doses.
In a further ten patients a single dose of 40 minims of tincture of belladonna was given at 8 a.m. and the S.I. followed at hourly intervals for 4 hours. The results were compared with those obtained from administration of ' spausules '.
RESULTS
The means of responses of all the patients at each hour were charted against time in hours, as shown in Figure 1 
